
 

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

 A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on July 21, 2009. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Walter Kohnke, Joan Orman, Karen Wagar, Art Samson, Don Kramer and Sue Balkema.  

Absent: Phil Larson. Also in attendance were Rick Schmitt and Sam Field. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Samson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and led in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA: 
 

A motion was made by Kohnke/Balkema to adopt the agenda with the addition of Chairman’s time.  Motion carried.  
 

CHAIRMAN’S TIME: 
 

Samson distributed the May, June and July issues of Planning & Zoning News and a registration form for a MSU 

workshop. Members interested in attending the workshop need to inform Linda Kramer by July 23. 

Wagar recused herself from participating in the discussion and decision regarding the Special Exception Use application 

for a photovoltaic electric generating system (solar farm). The Wagars farm a portion of the subject property. By 

concensus the commission agreed she should not participate. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

A motion was made by Orman/Wagar to accept the minutes of the June 16 meeting as written. Motion carried. 
 

CORRECTION OF MINUTES: 
 

A motion was made by Samson/Balkema to correct the motion made under Site Plan Review in the May 19, 2009 minutes 

to read: The Planning Commission approved the site plan to construct two pole buildings on township property on 40
th
 

Street. Motion carried. It was recommended that a note be placed with the May 19 minutes referring to the subsequent 

correction.  
 

SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE APPLICATION: 
 

Mr. Sam Field gave a presentation concerning the application for a special exception use permit for a photovoltaic 

electrical generating system – solar farm. Mr. Rick Schmitt, property owner, and Mr. Field are partners in this venture.  

The system would occupy approximately 3 acres of property zoned AG-2 General Agriculture located at 13362 East L 

Ave and consist of 126 racks of solar panels that would generate 147 kW. The solar panels are designed to absorb, not 

reflect, light. They will be mounted on steel posts and will articulate to maximize exposure to the sun. The generating 

facility would feed into the Consumers Energy system and installation would be overseen by them. 
 

Samson noted the application was administratively complete. He then led a review of Township Ordinance Article XXIII 

Section 23.3 Criteria for Decision. Discussing Item 1, it was noted that this use is considered a public utility service 

facility, a permitted use in the AG-2 General Agriculture zoning. Commissioners expressed no concerns with Items 2 

through 10, but did note with Items 4 and 5 that there will be appropriate signage regarding the danger of high voltage and 

that off street parking was adequate. Section 23.4 was also reviewed, but no conditions for approval were deemed 

necessary. 

The analysis of the application by Bruce Dean of AGS made note in Items (c ) and (d) that verification should be required 

regarding the equipment design and operation, regulation by the Michigan Public Service Commission, and required 

inspections. The applicants stated the facility will not be under the direct regulation of the Public Service Commission, but 

will be indirect through Consumers Energy. Samson will contact AGS regarding this distinction. 
 

 

 

 



A motion was made by Kohnke/Orman to recommend the Township Board grant a Special Exception Use Permit to the 

applicant Richard Schmitt contingent upon the receipt of certification from a photovoltaic engineer that the project meets 

all standards of the industry for the construction and operation of a photovoltaic generating system prior to the date of 

commissioning by Consumers Energy.  Motion carried. 
 

Samson noted the use of “industry standards” in the motion means all state and federal agencies with laws, regulations 

and ordinances applicable to the photovoltaic industry. 
 

MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 

Samson informed the commission that approval was given by means of an administrative site plan review to locate an 

additional antenna on the communication tower near Augusta. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm upon the motion of Wagar/Orman.      
 

Prepared 7-24-09 

S. Balkema, secretary 

 


